Signature redactions are for the names of the Chair - L Redding and Clerk D Hill
Name of Smaller authority: PUXTON PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S 2015/234)

NOTICE NOTES

1. Date of announcement Tuesdayy 16th June 2026 _(a) (a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and | thedatein (c)below

Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

(b) . . (b) Insert name, position and
Don Hill - Parish Clerk address/telephone number/ email
. . address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
clerk@puxtonparishcoucil.org.uk other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts
commencingon (c) _  17th June 2026
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
and ending on (d) _ 29th August 2026 before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

e The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

e The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

BDO LLP

Arcadia House

Maritime Walk

Ocean Village

Southampton .

- . . (e) Insert name and position of person
>4 councilaudits@bdo.co.uk Clerk to the Council & placing the notice — this person must be

. . Responsible Financial Officer the responsible financial officer for the
5. This announcement is made by (e) smaller authority




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2025 for 2024-25 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to
your rights are available from the NAO website.




Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

Iy e completed by smabker authoriies whese tha higher of gross incoma or gross
axpenditure did not excesd £25 000 In the year of account ended 31 Mamsh 2026 and thal
wish i cerify themsalves as exampl from a kmited assirance review undar Section @ of
the Local Audi {Smatler Authoniiesy Regulations 2015

Thera is no reguiremant 1o have 8 mited assurEnce review of 1 submit an Arnusl Bovemancs and
Accountabiity Retdr to e exterral audior, provided that the authorty has certfied itzelf as exampt 2t a
meating of the authorty sher 31 March 2026 and 8 completed Cenifcate of Exempion & submited mo
hater than 30 June 2028 rolitying the extermal auditar.

PUXTON PARISH COUMNCIL

cerilies that gurng the Bnarcal year 202526, the higher of the authority's lofal gross income for
the year or totzl gross annual expenddure for the year did nal excesd £25,000

Totet annual gross income for the authority 202526 E12752
Tetal annoeal gross expendiiurs for the suthomy 202528 ER929

There are cerimn arcumstances In which an sathority will be unable to certify |tzelf as exempt, 30 that a imibed
Assurance review wil sall be reguered. If an authonty s unable to confirm the stataments below then it
cannot certily itsell as axempt ond i must submit the comploted Annual Governance and Accourdability Returm
Form 3 o the extamal gudior (o undenake & limited asswrance reyaw for which g fee of £210 +VAT will be payable
Sy sigring this Certiftcate af Exemption vau 8re conlrming tha
The auiharity was In existance on 1s] Aped 2022
. Ir. relaticn ic the preceding finanoal year (2024/25) 1hs exiernat sudiior has not:
isgued & pubse iMecast répon in respect of the aulkanty o any entity cormeacted with it
= mace & sieiuiony recommendsbion to the suthonty, redating o e aulbaniy or any entily connsected with It
= iFsued 5 advisoty ook uhder paragranh 1(7) of Schoduln B b0 e Local Audif and Accountadility Act
2014 ("the Act”) and has not withdrawn the nobce
= comrnenced udicial review procaedings srdes section 31(1}of the Adl
= made an application unaer sacton 26801) of the At lor 2 declarabion that an iem of acooum (s uniswiul and
the applization has net been wilndrawn nor has the cowt refueed to make the declaration
« T oo nes not declared an (tem of scoount urewiul after @ person made an appea! under saction 283 of the Azl
If the above statemards apply and P aulbonty neithed recaived gross Mcamd. Nor Intumed gross axpanditung
sxceading E25,000 han the Cemificate of Exempiion c2n pe signed and 5 copy submitled o ihs sxlemal sudiior
either by amad or by post (not Both)

Tha Anrual Intamal Audit Report, Annual Govemnanca Statement, Accounting Statements, an analyss of
vafiances and the bank reconcdiation plus the mlormaton required by Ragulation 15 (2}, Accounts and Audil
Regulaticns 2015 including the penod for the exercise of publc nghts st8 nesd o be fully complesed and,
along with 8 copy of this cartificate. published on the authorlly websile/webpage® bafore 1 July 2026
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication regulrements.

Signed by the Responsible Finargl Officer  Dote | aonfirm that thes Comdficate of
DIMOM/I025 | (e minere o ot T 09/D4/2025
i by Chair _‘_ Datm g5 rongrded o menubd metsnenca
" 09/04/2025 037726 il
Gey Telephone numoes
clerkiputonparishcouncil.org.uk 07774 125578

*Pltished web address
puxtonparishcouncil,org.uk
CINLY thia Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not

both] as soon as possible after cerdification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT

Arnnual Sovernance 8nd Accouniability Retum 202526 Fom 2 Page 1 af&
Local Courals, |nmamal Drainagn Boards and other Smaller Auiborities



Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

PUXTON PARISH COUNCIL

puxtonparishcouncil.org.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective | Not
Yes No* |covered**

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. AL
e
e

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against |
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly 57
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved Fess : .;V' } A
and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance -
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of 2
the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legisiation. S

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of

public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, \/

T

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. v
o

were public rights in reiation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

0. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and
data compliance.

P. {For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separale sheets if
needed). Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

; / e
Uf{L’-{D‘U:}-E\ ('.'ﬂ(ﬂ":/ Cals— [0 [0S 200 /-’H((,“p Janun gm tTH
Signature of person who / 3 / P TR
carried out the internal audit Date a5 (05 )2 - é
*If the response is 'no’ please state the impfications and actiol iress any weakness in control identified (add separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is 'not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned; or,
if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 4 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities



Puxton Parish Council Internal Audit Check List

Puxton Parish Council Internal Audit Report Covering the Year Prior to April 2026

Internal Control Test Yes No Comments
Proper Bookkeeping Is the Cashbook maintained & up to date X
Is the Cashbook arithmetically correct X .
Is the Cashbook regularly balanced X
Standing Orders & Financial Has the Council formally adopted standing NALC Model Adopted 5/20 & Agreed 3/26
Regulations adopted & |orders & financial regulations X :Min 029/26 iv
applied Has a Responsible Officer been appointed with _
| specified duties X |Clerk is appointed as per contract of employment
Payment controls |Have items or services above a set amount .
been competitively purchased N/A :No items noted in review year
|Are payments in the cashbook supported by
invoices, authorised & minuted :
|Has VAT on payments been identified, recorded |None reclaimed - Min value
& reclaimed X |
|ls $137 expenditure separately recorded & :
within statutory limits N/A ;AH claims under £100 are rejected
Risk Management |Does a scan of minutes identify any unusual
[financial activity X
Do the minutes record the council carrying out Comprehensive Risk Review Report maintained
‘an annual risk assessment for all appropriate See Web Site
‘activities and locations X .
|Is insurance cover appropriate & adequate X
Are internal financial controls documented &
Iregularly reviewed X
Budgetary Controls Has the Council prepared an annual budget in
support of its precept X Budget Agreed 1/26 Min 06/26 ii
:Is actual expenditure against the budget
regularly reported to the Council X Regularly reviewed at PC Meetings
|Are there any significant unexplained variances :
from the budget X
Income Controls Is income properly recorded & promptly banked X
'Does the precept recorded in the cashbook agree
to the District Council's notification X .
Are security controls over cash adequate & '
effective N/A §




Puxton Parish Council Internal Audit Check List

Internal Control s Suggested Test | Yes |- No- | Comments
Petty Cash Procedures Is all petty cash spent recorded & supported by
|VAT invoices or receipts | |
|Is petty cash expenditure reported to each . | [N/A

'Council meeting
;Is petty cash reimbursement carried out regularly

Payroll Controls |Do salaries paid agree with those approved by
|Gouncil X
\Are other payments to the Clerk reasonable & _
|approved by the Council . X

|Has PAYE & NIC been properly operated by the
|Council as an employer
Auto enrolment process completed

Asset Controls |Does the Council keep an asset register of all . Loan to Puxton & Hewish VH recorded as LTl as
:material assets owned | X |repayment only due under certain conditions.
Are the asset & investment registers up to date | X Reviewed 03/26 - 29/26 iv
‘Do asset insurance valuations agreed with those | '
|in the asset register | X

Bank Reconciliation |Is there a bank reconciliation for each account  —
|Is the bank reconciliation carried out regularly on | | _
receipt of statements | x| 'Regularly presented to Council

jAre there any unexplained balancing entries in
\any reconciliation

Year End Procedures Are year end accounts prepared on the correct
‘accounting basis - Receipts/Payments or
Income & Expenditure | '%
Do accounts agree with the cash book
Is there an audit trail from underlying financial

records to the accounts | x
‘Where appropriate have debtors & creditors been |
properly recorded N/A

[Based on my checks, carried out and reported as above, in my opinion the Council's accounts for the Financial Year 31st March 2026 have been well
managed and present a fair and accurate picture of the Parish Council's activities.
| have reviewed your adoption process in respect of Assertion 10, which includes the establishment of an IT Policy, and considered it to be in line

the’ requirements expected by the External Auditor. '

Auditor for Puxton Parish Council




