
Name of Smaller authority: ____________________________________________ 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY 

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY) 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 

 
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27  

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 
NOTICE NOTES 

 
 
1. Date of announcement________________________________________(a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR).  The AGAR has been published with this notice. 
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has 
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, 
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books, 
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to 
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. 
For the year ended 31 March 2024, these documents will be available on 
reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  _______________________________________________________ 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
commencing on (c) _________________________  
 
 

and ending on (d) ___________________________  
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 
records; and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which 
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
this purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed 
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor.  The appointed 
auditor is: 

 
BDO LLP 
Arcadia House 
Maritime Walk 
Ocean Village 
Southampton 
SO14 3TL 
 councilaudits@bdo.co.uk 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) _________________________________ 
 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice 
which must be not less than 1 day before 
the date in (c) below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email 
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or 
other person to which any person may 
apply to inspect the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 
day after the date of announcement in (a) 
above and at least 30 working days 
before the date appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) 
and (d) must be 30 working days 
inclusive and must include the first 10 
working days of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice – this person must be 
the responsible financial officer for the 
smaller authority 

PUXTON PARISH COUNCIL

SUNDAY 2ND JUNE 2024

Don Hill, Parish Clerk
18 Mitford Slade Court, Mendip Road, Yatton BS49 4JG
clerk@puxtonparishcouncil.org.uk

Monday 3rd June 2024 

Friday 12th July 2024

Don Hill, Clerk to the Council &
 Responsible Financial Officer



 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller 
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act 
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller 
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related 
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also 
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising 
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs. 
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council 
tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You 
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or 
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the 
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act explains what is meant 
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial 
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to 
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should 
nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection 
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-12 July 
2024 for 2023-24 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of 
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting 
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that 
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records 
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external 
auditor about the accounting records.  

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To 
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you 
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there 
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector 
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor 
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not 
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to 
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the 
smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

• confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
• why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
• details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
• details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor 
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority.  You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor 
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is 
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is 
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against 
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you 
will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
 

 





















Puxton Parish Council Asset Register - 2016 - 2023
Year Item Quantity Unit Value (£) Book Value (£) Location Notes

No Register Before 2016

@ 31/03/16 Acer Laptop 1 400 400 Hall (no evidence of purchase to 1990)

Printer 1 80 80 Hall

Flower Planters 4 500 2000 PO Lay-by  & Entries

Grit Bins 2 150 300 Wick side of Rail Bridge & East 
Hewish Lane

Noticeboard 1 980 980 Village Green

Projector 1 300 300 Hall

Film Screen 1 80 80 Hall

Public Bench 1 500 500 Village Green

SpeedWatch Gun 1 191 191 Jim Howard’s See min 121/15

4831 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/16

@31/03/17 Public Bench (missed from 
2016)

1 500 500 Wick Lane/The Grange

5331 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/17

@31/03/18 Acer Laptop Write Off 1 -400 -400 To tip - disk casing & disk destroyed

Apple Mini Computer 1 399 399

Printer 1 -80 -80

5250 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/18

@31/03/19 Filing Cabinet 1 122 122 Hall

5372 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/19

@31/03/20 No write offs or additions - 5372 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/20

@31/03/21 Flower Planters 4 -500 -2000

Projector 1 -300 -300

Film Screen 1 -80 -80

2992 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/21

@31/03/22 No write offs or additions 2992 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/22

01/07/2022 * St Annes School Car Park 1 1

July 2022 Hewish & Puxton Village Hall 1st 
Charge

1 40000

@31/03/22 Amended Asset Value to carry 
forward as at the end of the 
Financial year 2021-22 

42993 AMENDED AUDIT 
FIGURE - @ 
31/03/22

January 2023 Grit bins 2 150 300 A370 side of Rail Bridge

Apple Mini Computer 1 -399 -399

March 2023 Grit bins 1 -150 -150

@31/03/23 42744 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/23

AMENDED AUDIT FIGURE FOR 2021-22 ACCOUNTS DUE TO CHANGED TREATMENT OF TWO ITEMS  
Puxton Parish Council also has two ‘notional’ property assets that have been recorded here but not included as assets on the above register, and not, therefore, on the AGAR Section 2 
report that forms the financial section of our annual audit papers. These items are:


1. The Car Park attached to St Anne’s School - per deed (on office file). 

On external auditor’s advice in July 2022 this is to be recognised as an asset to the value of £1.00 

2. The Hewish & Puxton Community Fund - During 2016, funds of £40,000 were advanced to Hewish and Puxton Village Hall Ltd in the form of a no-interest, no-repayment first 
charge (mortgage) on the assets of the Hall, towards the purchase of the freehold of Hewish and Puxton Village Hall per deed (on office file). The only circumstances under which 
the terms of this charge would be triggered would be if, for whatever reason, the Hall were to cease operating and realised its assets.


On external auditor’s advice in July 2022 this is to be recognised as an asset to the value of £40,000


The asset values of items 1 & 2 above have accordingly been included in the Asset Register above per the amendment in red. 

Reviewed at March 2023 GD ei a
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Puxton Parish Council Asset Register - 2023 - 20..
Year Item Quantity Unit Value (£) Book Value (£) Location Notes

B/f Opening Assets @ 01/04/23

@ 31/03/23 Grit Bins 3 150 450 Either side of Rail Bridge & 
East Hewish Lane

Noticeboard 1 980 980 Village Green

Public Bench 2 500 1000 Village Green & Wick Lane

SpeedWatch Gun 1 191 191 Jim Howard’s See min 121/15

Filing Cabinet 1 122 122 Hall

St Annes School Car Park 1 1 1

Hewish & Puxton Village Hall 1st 
Charge

1 40000 40000

42744 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/23

@ 31/03/24 No additions or write offs 
occurred during the financial 
year

42744 AUDIT FIGURE - @ 
31/03/24

Reviewed at March 2024

Reviewed at March 2023 GD ei b
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PUXTON PARISH COUNCIL INCOME & EXPENDITURE:  1st April 2023 - 31st March 2024 (Precept £10082.00)
DATE BANK GENERAL FUND EXPENSE ANALYSIS OPERATING FUNDS
2023 ITEM CH IN OUT BALANCE Stmnt NOTES Clerk Clk/Cllr Hall Parish Ins/Subs Pub- Other Web Bank TOTALS VAT Election Capital General Total Op

-2024 Minute Exp Hire Maint Audit -licity Costs Site Chrgs Pro Prov Fund Funds
Apr 1 Funds Bought Forward 14,014.25 2555.00 8701.00 2758.25 14014.25

OPERATING BAL B/F 14,014.25 118 Agrees 2,555.00 8,701.00 2,758.25 14014.25
Apr 18 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 13,694.35 119 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90

ALCA Sub 2023-24 BACS 107.75 13,586.60 119 107.75 107.75 107.75
Hall Hire SO 22.92 13,563.68 119 22.92 22.92 22.92
NSC half year precept BACS 5041.00 18,604.68 119 0.00 150.00 500.00 4,391.00
Coronation Mugs 274 0.00 18,604.68 Ch cnx 0.00 0.00
Bank Charges 5.00 18,599.68 119 Agrees 5.00 5.00 5.00

May 17 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 18,279.78 120 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 18,256.86 120 22.92 22.92 22.92
Phillip Smith re Internal Audit BACS 50.00 18,206.86 120 50.00 50.00 50.00
Coronation Mugs 275 193.98 18,012.88 121 193.98 193.98 32.33 193.98
Bank Charges 5.00 18,007.88 120 5.00 5.00 5.00

Jun 1 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 17,687.98 120 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 17,665.06 121 22.92 22.92 22.92
HMRC re PAYE Apr/May/Jun BACS 234.20 17,430.86 120 £20 overpd 234.20 234.20 234.20
Bank Charges 5.00 17,425.86 121 Agrees 5.00 5.00 5.00

Jul 6 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 17,105.96 122 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 17,083.04 122 22.92 22.92 22.92
Adrian Leonard June BACS 288.00 16,795.04 121 288.00 288.00 288.00
Bank Charges 5.40 16,789.64 122 Agrees 5.40 5.40 5.40

Aug 1 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 16,469.74 123 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 16,446.82 123 22.92 22.92 22.92
Adrian Leonard July BACS 288.00 16,158.82 123 288.00 288.00 288.00
Bank Charges 5.00 16,153.82 123 5.00 5.00 5.00

Sep 7 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 15,833.92 124 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 15,811.00 124 22.92 22.92 22.92
Adrian Leonard August BACS 288.00 15,523.00 123 288.00 288.00 288.00
HMRC re PAYE Jul/Aug/Sep BACS 194.20 15,328.80 123 £20 Adj re June 194.20 194.20 194.20
Transfer from Election Prov’n 15,328.80 - 0.00 1,024.86 1,024.86
NSC re Election Costs 276 1024.86 14,303.94 124 1,024.86 1,024.86 0.00 1,024.86
ICO Annual Fee DD 35.00 14,268.94 124 35.00 35.00 35.00
PRECEPT 5041.00 19,309.94 123 Agrees 0.00 150.00 500.00 4,391.00
Bank Charges 5.00 19,304.94 124 5.00 5.00 5.00

Oct 5 Adrian Leonard September BACS 288.00 19,016.94 124 288.00 288.00 288.00
Hall Hire SO 22.92 18,994.02 125 22.92 22.92 22.92
Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 18,674.12 125 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Bank Charges 5.40 18,668.72 125 5.40 5.40 5.40

Nov 2 Adrian Leonard October BACS 288.00 18,380.72 125 Agrees 288.00 288.00 288.00
Hall Hire SO 22.92 18,357.80 126 22.92 22.92 22.92
Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 18,037.90 126 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Bank Charges 5.00 18,032.90 126 5.00 5.00 5.00

Dec 7 HMRC re PAYE Oct/Nov/Dec BACS 214.20 17,818.70 126 Agrees 214.20 214.20 214.20
Hall Hire SO 22.92 17,795.78 127 22.92 22.92 22.92
Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 17,475.88 127 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Vision ICT Ltd Web fees BACS 182.86 17,293.02 127 182.86 182.86 30.48 182.86
Bank Charges 5.00 17,288.02 127 5.00 5.00 5.00
NSC re A370 Central Refuge 277 4300.00 12,988.02 127 Agrees 4,300.00 4,300.00 0.00 4,300.00
Transfer from Capital Provision 12,988.02 0.00 4,300.00 4,300.00
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Jan 4 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 12,668.12 128 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 12,645.20 128 22.92 22.92 22.92
Bank Charges 5.40 12,639.80 128 Agrees 5.40 5.40 5.40

Feb 1 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 12,319.90 129 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 12,296.98 129 22.92 22.92 22.92
Zurich Insurance BACS 244.72 12,052.26 129 244.72 244.72 244.72
Bank Charges 5.00 12,047.26 129 Agrees 5.00 5.00 5.00

Mar 7 Clerk Pay & Expenses SO 319.90 11,727.36 130 285.60 34.30 319.90 319.90
Hall Hire SO 22.92 11,704.44 130 22.92 22.92 22.92
HMRC re PAYE Jan/Feb/Mar BACS 214.20 11,490.24 130 214.20 214.20 214.20
Bank Charges 5.00 11,485.24 130 Agrees 5.00 5.00 5.00

11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00
11,485.24 0.00 0.00

OPERATING FUNDS 11,485.24 0.00 0.00
INCOME & EXPENDITURE TOTALS 10082.00 12611.01 0.00 0.00

Total Expenses 4,284.00 411.60 275.04 1,440.00 437.47 0.00 5,518.84 182.86 61.20 12,611.01 62.81 1,830.14 5,401.00 4,254.10 11,485.24
TOTAL FUNDS TO C/F 11,485.24 Clerk Clrk/Cllr Hall Parish Ins/Subs Pub- Other Web 12,611.01 VAT Election Capital General Operating

Exp Hire Maint Audit/Legal -licity Costs Site Prov Prov Fund Funds
 Budget 2023-24 4,284.00 412.00 276.00 2,600.00 550.00 200.00 150.00 250.00 60.00 8,782.00

Election Provision 300.00
Capital Provision 1000.00

PRECEPT 10082.00 0.00 1830.14 5401.00 4254.10 11485.24
BUDGET 2024-25 0.00 H&P Election Capital General Funds 
Election Provision 0.00 Com Fund Prov Prov Fund Forward
Capital Provision 0.00

PRECEPT 0.00

a b c d e f g h j + + + + =

RT in the Statement Col = Recent Transaction per online statementAt year-end, Col g will include costs of May 2023 election & NSC A370 Pedestrian Central Refuge (£5324.86) which transfer from the Election and Capital Provisions to the General 
Fund 

2


